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tanding before a large map of Alaska in the offices of Brice had a major hand in building or upgrading more than

S Brice Inc., a visitor quickly grasps one thing in common
about all the red flags that mark the company’s jobs.

None of the red flags is on a road. Some of them are in
places that don’t even have good water access. One communi-
ty, Allakaket, only has an airport because Brice came in and
rebuilt it in a race against Arctic winter last fall.

Brice Inc. is a uniquely Alaskan company, a team that
works mostly in rural Alaska because it has the equipment
and experience to go into the farthest corners of the state,
keep its equipment running, train a local workforce and finish
ajob.

The company can handle its own mobilization, transporta-
tion and maintenance to function self-sufficiently almost any-
where. It thrives on tight time schedules, emergency work and
the pressure of clearing rights-of-way for huge projects with-
out delays.

The Brice family came to Alaska before Statehood, and
when people talk about the changes since then, a Brice can
often tell you how he cleared the way.

Asked about an aging bulldozer sitting in the yard minus its
running gear, Sam Richard Brice explains that it’s about to go
to that great yellow scrap iron graveyard in the sky. "“That’s
one of the two Cats that started the trans-Alaska pipeline,” he
points out, recounting the route pushed north from Liven-
good to the Yukon River. He was on one of them.

40 airports outside the road system, and it’s also left its mark
as roads, power lines, harbors and docks.

The family-owned firm built the breakwater for a new port
on St. George, in the Pribilof Islands and built a new runway
at Shishmaref using an experimental design involving a foun-
dation of sand compacted into a honeycomb grid.

“"They’re basically logistical jobs, getting the right people,
the right equipment, there at the right time,” Sam Richard
Brice explains.

Four Brice brothers worked for the company when it was
formed with their parents in 1961, and the same four are still
there.

"My brother Al came up to work on the Distant Early
Warning (DEW) Line around 1958, then we all came up after
that,” Sam Brice recounts. The company began with a sub-
contract clearing rights-of-way, but it’s first big job was on the
airport in Norvik in 1964.

Brice Inc. cleared much of the route of the trans-Alaska
pipeline, and survived the lean years that followed the pipeline
boom. Through those years the company was run by their
mother, Helinka McNutt Brice, mother of the Brice sons.
She was president and chief executive officer until her death
in 1992 at the age of 83.

Helinka Brice was also a major contributor to performing
(continued on page 12)
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